
Stromness Academy  Senior Phase Option Choices – 

Summary information  

 

In 2022, choices will be submitted online; login details will be sent to parents. This sheet will help you 

as you think about what you want to choose. 

 

In Senior Phase (S4-6), pupils can take 6 courses per year. 

Any level of course can be taken in any school year, providing the pupil has the suitable background. 

Details of courses available at Stromness Academy and Orkney College are on the school website. 

If a pupil is considering a course at Kirkwall Grammar School, they should talk with Ms Hegarty about 

the logistics of fitting this into their timetable. 

 

Current S3 pupils, making choices for S4 

English and Maths are compulsory. You should then choose 4 further courses, which you must put in 

order of preference. You must also choose a reserve subject. At Stromness Academy we make the 

timetable to fit the choices pupils make, but it can be difficult to fit that in for everybody. Where we 

cannot fit in your choices we will use your reserve subject, so please ensure you choose a reserve 

which you would be happy to take. 

 

Current S4 and S5 pupils, making choices for S5 and S6 

To ensure a rich and varied curriculum we use a points system. Most pupils’ S5 timetable 

should have points totalling at least 26 and an S6 timetable should have points totalling at 

least 22.  The points are in line with the SCQF difficulty tariff: 

Advanced Higher 7 points 

Higher 6 points 

National 5/level 5 college courses 5 points 

National 4/level 4 college courses 5 points 

School-based courses such as Sports 
Leader 

4 points 

 

Orkney College courses – timetabling and transport practicalities 

There are a wide range of courses available at Orkney College. The majority of these are delivered on 

a Friday morning. Higher Care, Higher Psychology and Higher Early Years Care & Education are 

delivered on Wednesday morning and Thursday afternoon. Foundation Apprenticeships are also 

delivered on Weds morning/Thurs afternoon for S5 pupils in their first year of the programme. S6 

pupils taking the second year of a Foundation Apprenticeship do that on Friday morning, whilst S6 

pupils taking a Foundation Apprenticeship from scratch in one year attend college on Weds/Thurs and 

Fri. These times are all fixed, meaning in most cases it is only possible for pupils to choose one 

college course per school year. 

 

Pupils attending college in Kirkwall on Fridays must make their own way to the college for a 9am start. 

At the end of the morning, they can either take the school bus back to school, participate in Activities 

and use school transport to go home, or they can make their own way home from Kirkwall. 

Pupils attending college in Kirkwall on Wednesday morning must make their own way to the college 

for a 9am start. They are brought back to school by a school bus.  On Thursday afternoon they are 

taken to college by a school bus, but make their own way home direct from Kirkwall. 

 

The deadline for submitting your choices online is Friday 25th February 2022. 

 


