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Curriculum 
Rationale

Every pupil should leave us with skills, abilities and 
qualifications appropriate to their potential, enabling them to 

move on to a sustained positive destination



The Orkney Offer 

Orkney has an integrated senior phase:
• courses available across Orkney
• choose the course level appropriate for you

Benefits:
• an increased choice of courses
• mixed-level classes likely
• less popular courses remain viable



What qualifications 
are there? 

Courses exist at a range of levels:
• National 3/4/5 
• Skills for work courses/ non-examined 

courses 
• Highers
• Advanced Highers
• Foundation Apprenticeships
• HNC and Degree modules



Subject levels
Courses in the same subject are available at different levels. 
Traditional view:
Most S4s take:
National 5
Most S5s take:
Higher  
Most S6s take
Advanced Higher

National 4/5 are often taught together. 



Subject levels
Courses in the same subject are available at different levels. 
Reality:
Most S4s take:
National 4
National 5
S5s take:
A mixture of National 5’s and Higher courses  
Most S6s take
A mixture of National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher



If you are ready, with the skills and background 
knowledge, to take a different level you can.

Choose the course for you and your skills set:

S4 can take Higher without N5 in exceptional 
circumstances
S6 can take an N5 for breadth, interest or for 
their career. 



How many can I choose?

Six courses each year over S4-6 
18 choices by S6
S4 must study English and Maths



A range of choices here at the Academy 

Our course choices here are all collated 
into our senior phase options booklet. 
You can find this on the school website:
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College..... 



Can I take a new subject?

This will be decided on an individual basis.

Some courses are new ones e.g. Higher Photography 

Others will require you to build upon prior knowledge 
e.g. it is very hard to crash a Higher subject if you 
haven’t studied it since S2. 



How to get your options chosen

• Collect an options sheet.
• Complete the subject you would like study.
• Speak to the PT of the subject and get their comment and  

signature.
• Get your parents and guidance to sign it.
• Hand it into the office
• Collect your online login
• Complete your options in preference order online by the 

deadline. 
• Make six choices and a reserve (two if you have chosen a 

college course) 



The Options Sheet

Add image here



Our points system

To ensure each student has a meaningful class 
commitment, we employ a points system.

N4/5 = 5 points
H / level 6 = 6 points
AH/ level 7 = 7 points

S4 should have 30 points
S5 should have a minimum of 26 points
S6 should have a minimum of 22 points. 



Think:
Enjoyment - take a look and decide whether 
you will find it interesting. 
Opportunity – is it needed/ useful for your 
future career? Does it give you useful skills?
Informed - book an appointment at parents’ 
evening to discuss it with a teacher or careers 
adviser. 

Making the decisions



Don’t choose it because:
• your mates are doing it
• you like/ hate the teacher
• other people liked it
• it looks good on job applications 

However….



Getting support

• Guidance teachers have 1-to-1 appointments 
with their students

• Our careers advisers are available for 
individual support

• MyWOW website
• Parents evening
• Teacher discussions
• Course choice booklet
• Reports 



Extra support

We have the SDS Careers service in school.
All students can book an appointment with them.
As parents, you can take a look at their website or 
book in at parents’ evening:  
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/parents-and-
carers

Careers Support

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/parents-and-carers


Key Dates

S3 Parents’ Evening:
Thursday 29th January
S3 choice deadline
Thursday 5th February

Senior Phase Parents’ evening
Thursday 19th February
S4-5 Course Choice deadline
Friday 23rd February 




