
Pupil Handbook 2024/25

How to contact school

Email: admin.sa@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk
Phone No.: 01856 850660

Stromness Academy Website
www.stromnessacademy.org.uk 

mailto:admin.sa@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk
http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/


We are delighted to be welcoming our new S1 pupils 
to Stromness Academy in August.  Hopefully they 
have already had a great couple of days here and are 
looking forward to joining us in the new term.

As a school, we welcome the opportunity to work 
with you as parents and carers in close partnership.  
It is really important to us that your child feels safe, 
happy and included and we will endeavour to work as 
hard as we can to achieve this.  I know that there are 
a dedicated team of staff here all of whom are keen 
to support our new pupils and ensure that they 
receive the best possible experience especially in 
their first year.

Mr P. Barber
Head Teacher

2



History
• Founded in the 1870s in the 

centre of Stromness.
• Mid 1980s - rebuilt on the 

outskirts of town at Garson 
as a community school with 
sporting and social facilities.

• 2010 - new extension 
including PE, Guidance and 
admin offices, as well as 
two-storey music 
department.

• 2014 - Insulation and 
cladding on main teaching 
block and library followed by 
further work in 2018. The School Now

• 6-year secondary school (S1-6)
• Approx 350 pupils from 5 associated 

primary schools (Stromness, Dounby, Evie, 
Stenness, Firth)

• Also some choose to come from Hoy & 
Walls, and Rousay
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Mr P. Barber
Head Teacher

Mrs R. Wild
Deputy Head

(Year Head: S4-6)

Ms M. Costello
Deputy Head

(Year Head: S1-3)
Mr G. Horne

Business Manager

The school has two Depute Head teachers, who are also Year Heads.  Mrs Wild is the Year Head for 
S1-3, and she will meet you as part of your preparation for 
secondary school.  Ms Hegarty is Year Head for S4-6.  Both work closely with Guidance staff to 
ensure that pupils settle into the school and work to the best of their ability.

Mr Horne is our Business Manager who also works with staff and pupils in the school
Senior Management Staff are around in the corridors before school, during intervals and 
lunchtimes. They also meet regularly with their year groups at assemblies.
In addition to their year group responsibilities, they also have a number of whole school 
responsibilities. These will be explained to you once you are at the school.
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Pupils are assigned a Guidance Teacher 
according to their register class.

They:
• will help you settle in.
• will see you every morning for registration.
• will have personal interest in you and your 

progress.
• are a link between home and school.
• will make sure you have people to help you
• will help with choices - school subjects; 

further & higher education; careers; training.
• work closely with Support for Learning and 

your teachers.
• liaise with external support services.
• work closely with Skills Development 

Scotland.

Mrs M. Johansen 

ROGNVALD

Mrs C. McGeary 

MAGNUS

Ms H. Murray 

THORFINN

Contact from parents/carers is very important to us – if 
you feel that there is something happening in your 
child’s life that may affect them in the school, please 
let us know so that we can support your child in the 
most appropriate way. The role of the Guidance 
teacher is to help every child, and we greatly value 
your support in this. 
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The Support for Learning team:

• Work closely with your Guidance and subject 
teachers to ensure you are successful.

• Support for Learning Assistants (SfLA) help you 
with your work in the classroom.

• You might also get support in the base, rather 
than classroom.

• Help with assessments and exams.
• Focus on key skills to help you do well.

Sometimes you may find some schoolwork 
difficult.  Don’t worry; ask your teacher for 
help, that’s what they‘re there for. 

Mrs J. Nixon
Principal Teacher

The Base
• Open at break and 

lunchtime for S1-3.
• Crafts
• Games
• Homework help
• Have a good chat
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Mrs Stevenson Mrs Lea Mrs Thompson

Mrs F. Bevan
SfL Teacher



School Health Team

• In school every Monday.
• Drop-in service break and lunchtime.
• Referrals: Fill in a referral card and put in the 

post box.
• Ask a teacher to refer you.
• Support for anxiety, sleep, healthy lifestyles, 

relationships and much more.
• Can signpost you to other people and support 

organisations.

Contact: ork-hb.schoolnurses@nhs.net

Sometimes our young people benefit from additional support from staff from outside school.

Befriending      Counselling      Care  

Guidance and Support for Learning staff have good relationships with representatives from 
other agencies.  They make every effort to meet needs and support students.

Support

Support in school is primarily offered through ou Guidance 

Team but we work closely with partner agencies to ensure 

the right service is available for pupils. The school Nurses 

can provide specific interventions around sleep, anxiety, 

health and emotional wellbeing. We work closely with our 

Education Psychologist, local CAMHS team and third-party 

services who offer counselling.

Info on Website:
https://tinyurl.com/SAPupilSupport 7

https://tinyurl.com/SAPupilSupport


How do I get to Stromness Academy?

• Walk
• Cycle
• Get a lift with parent / carer
• Bus

From Stromness
- Walk or cycle to 

School –
• Be safe!
• Use pavements 

and public paths.
• Use the crossing 

on Ferry Road 
where the lollipop 
person is. Listen 
to their 
instructions.

From outside Stromness
- Get the bus –

• Be safe!
• Listen to driver 

instructions.
• Sit on your seat with 

seat belt fastened.
• Be careful getting on 

and off the bus. 
• Don’t cross roads until 

bus has moved off and 
road is clear.
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OIC School transport Information: 
https://tinyurl.com/OICSchoolTransport   

https://tinyurl.com/OICSchoolTransport


You must have:
• A strong bag to carry books, jotter and 

equipment.
• Blue or black pens to write with, and 

pencils for drawing diagrams.

Keep your bag with you throughout the day for 
your classes! At break time & lunchtime, place on 
shelves or pegs in social areas!

• Calculator
• Tub / container for HE
• PE Kit

Optional

• Eraser
• Ruler
• Coloured pens & 

pencils 

For Specific Subjects

• T-Shirt
• Shorts or tracksuit bottoms
• Training shoes or plimsolls
• Spare socks
• Swimming costume & towel (for 

swimming)

PE Kit

• All pupils can have access to a locker for 
schoolbags, books or other school related 
equipment

• Cost = £10 (£5 returned when key 
returned to front office)

Lockers

9



8:50

All new first year go to the theatre 
near the front door

Your register teacher will take you to 
your registration classroom

You are given your planner:

It contains information about life 
at Stromness Academy.

You are expected to keep note of 
your homework here.

10



• Registration (10 minutes) at 
8:50am (Mon-Thurs)

• Break time (15 minutes)
• after period 2 (Senior 

Phase)
• After period 3 (S1-3)

• Lunchtime (40 minutes) 
after period 5

• 7 periods a day, Mon-Thurs
• 5 periods on a Friday - the 

last period being activities

End of school day
• 3:35pm Mon – Thurs
• 1:55pm on Friday
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S1-3 S4-6

Registration 8:50 – 9:00 Registration 8:50 – 9:00

Period 1 9:00 – 9:50 Period 1 9:00 – 9:50

Period 2 9:50 – 10:40 Period 2 9:50 – 10:40

Period 3 10:40 – 11:25 Break 10:40 – 10:55

Break 11:25 – 11:40 Period 3 10:55 – 11:40

Period 4 11:40 – 12:25 Period 4 11:40 – 12:25

Period 5 12:25 – 13:15 Period 5 12:25 – 13:15

Lunch 13:15 – 13:55 Lunch 13:15 - 13:55

Period 6 13:55 – 14:45 Period 6 13:55 – 14:45

Period 7 14:45 – 15:35 Period 7 14:45 – 15:35

MONDAY - THURSDAY

S1-6

Period 1 8:50 – 9:40

Period 2 9:40 – 10:30

Break 10:30 – 10:45

Period 3 10:45 – 11:35

Period 4 11:35 – 12:25

Lunch 12:25 – 13:05

Period 5 
(Activities)

13:05 – 13:55

FRIDAY



S1 Example
• Class size – approximately 20 pupils from different primary schools.
• Some lessons in register classes, some in practical classes.
• 15 subjects with different classrooms and teachers for each.

Houses

Magnus

Rognvald

Thorfinn

Register 
Classes

1M

1R

1T

Practical 
Classes

1w
1x
1y
1z

The Houses

Magnus   Rognvald   Thorfinn
• All pupils assigned to a House.
• Led by a staff member – House Champion.
• Two pupil House Captains.
• Registration in the mornings is in House groups.
• Pupils earn House Points for outstanding effort and attitude 

and achievement.
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Lunchtime

• Social games
• Music (eg. Guitar club); 

Orchestra; Belt Hid Oot)
• Miniature Painting; Wellness 

Wednesday; D&D; Board 
games (Library)

• Various sports run by the PE 
department

• Robotics club

Our teaching and non-teaching staff run a wide range 
of extra-curricular activities at various times during the 
week. You can change your Friday afternoon activity 
every term.

Friday Afternoon

• Various indoor and 
outdoor sports

• Role Playing Games
• Crochet
• Model making
• Etc…

Extra-curricular

• Duke of Edinburgh
• Leadership opportunities
• Excursions
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Music Tuition

Pupils who wish to continue with Music 
tuition in Stromness Academy should 
contact Mr Brown, PT Music, once they 
begin in August.



• Centrally located in the school.
• Used for study, research, homework, 

computers, reading, classes, projects, & 
leisure use.

• Approx. 6000 books and other resources 
including magazines, local newspaper, 
stationery, board games, comfortable seating.

• Activities: Dungeons & Dragons; miniature 
painting; book and reading groups; Board 
games; Wellness Wednesday; etc. 

• Chartered Librarian: Mrs F. Sinclair BA (Hons). 
MCLIP.

Library Online
OLIVER (Catalogue): https://tinyurl.com/SALibOLIVER  
Webpage: https://tinyurl.com/SALibWp 
Blog: http://tinyurl.com/Library-StromnessAcademy   
Twitter: https://twitter.com/LibrarySA 
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Expectations of Pupils

• Arrive on time for lessons.

• Be prepared with equipment and jotters.

• Listen and give full attention and focus to staff 

for information and instructions.

• Stay on task and work to the best of your ability.

• Treat all people and property with respect, 

including using respectful language.

• Always display safe behaviour.

• Mobile phones should not be used in class, the 

library or the corridors. Put phones, wireless 

earbuds, and any other personal electronic 

devices in school bags and on silent in class.

• Consume food or drink (other than water) in the 

Dining Room and Social areas only.

• Walk on the left in corridors

Dress Code

Your clothing choices should not distract from or interfere with 

your or other people’s learning.

• Dirty work clothes must not be worn.

• Clothing must cover the entirety of the torso and upper legs, 

including shoulders, midriff (stomach), back and legs down 

to fingertip level. If shorter than fingertip level, leggings or 

opaque/60 denier tights must be worn.

• Headwear must not be worn in school, other than for 

religious reasons.

• Clothing with offensive or illegal slogans or symbols must 

not be worn.

Your clothing should be appropriate for daily activities and not 

present a danger to you or others.

• Clothing should be sufficiently warm so that outer garments 

(jackets/coats/anoraks) need not to be worn in lessons 

under normal circumstances.

• Footwear which makes you likely to slip, trip or fall must not 

be worn.

• Boots with steel toe caps must not be worn.

• In classrooms where there is machinery or heat sources and 

in the PE Department, long hair must be tied back, and 

dangling scarves/jewellery must not be worn in these areas.

• Jewellery and accessories should be discrete and appropriate 

and not designed to intimidate.

Some departments (such as PE, HE, Technical and Science) have 

additional dress codes which must be adhered to for health 

and safety reasons.
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Responsible

Respectful

Resilient



• Cafeteria style dining hall – open before school, at interval and lunchtime.
• Choices from:

• Breakfast 30p (toast) - £1.10 (cereal)
• Quick bites (e.g. soups) £1.20-£1.55
• Main courses (inc. vegetarian) £2.20-£2.90
• Something sweet (granola, Ice cream, yoghurts, pudding) 70p - £1.80
• Meal Deals soup or pudding and a main £3.40
• Burger Bar (e.g. burgers, mince rolls, pizza) (£1.75- £3.10) 
• Sandwiches & Wraps (£1.95-£2.75); drinks (75p-£1.45)
• Homebakes and fruit also available

• Special dietary needs – speak to Ingrid Hutchison in the kitchen.
• Pupils can bring packed lunches to eat in the dining hall.
• Pupils can walk into Stromness but, S1 pupils aren’t allowed to do so until Term 4 

as we are encouraging healthy eating and participation in lunchtime clubs.

Cashless Catering

• Each pupil has an account and PIN number.
• No cash accepted.
• Add money to account via machines in school.
• Add money online via iPayimpact: 
    www.ipayimpact.co.uk/IPI/Account/LogOn 
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Meals Price List
www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/parents/cashless
-catering 

http://www.ipayimpact.co.uk/IPI/Account/LogOn
https://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Acdemy-tariff-24.25-A3-1_rotated.pdf
http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/parents/cashless-catering
http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/parents/cashless-catering


If you are off school for any reason, your 
parent/carer has to contact the school by 
phone or e-mail before 10am, to explain your 
absence. 

If they do not contact the school, the school 
will text them. 

Email: admin.sa@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk 

Phone No.: 01856 850660

Late

Report to the school office if 
you arrive late.

Planned Absence

Your parent / carer should 
contact the Head Teacher to 
seek the school’s permission 
for your absence.

Medical Appointments

• Parent / carer should 
contact the school about 
appointments which will 
occur during the school 
day.

• Pupils not allowed to 
leave for appointment 
without permission from 
parent or carer.

Illness during School Day

• Go to the school office. 
Staff will look after you.

• Staff will call your parents 
if it is necessary for you 
to go home.
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• Accelerated Reader 
www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/curriculum/accelerated-reader 

• Curriculum
• BGE S1-3 www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/curriculum/bge 

• Senior Phase S4-6 
www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/curriculum/senior-phase 

• Daily Bulletin www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/home/daily-bulletin 

• Meals & Cashless Catering 
www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/parents/cashless-catering   

• Newsletters www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/parents/newsletters   

• Pupil Support www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/pupils-2/pupil-support  

• School transport            
www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/home/school-transport 

• Staff www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/home/staff/ 

• Updates www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/parents/updates 
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http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/curriculum/accelerated-reader
http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/curriculum/bge
http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/curriculum/senior-phase
http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/home/daily-bulletin
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http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/home/school-transport
http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/home/staff/
http://www.stromnessacademy.org.uk/index.php/parents/updates
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Teaching Staff

English Maths Geography/RME History/Modern Studies Modern Languages
Mrs J. Hunter (PT) Mrs A. Mowat (PT) Ms. A. Lidwell (PT) Ms C. Groundwater  (PT) Mrs H. Wailoo (PT)

Ms E. Grieve

Ms C. McCulloch

Mr A. Thompson Mr O. Grieve MS E. Sinclair Ms M. Dunn

Mr M.  McGeary

Business 

Studies/Computing

Science PE Guidance Technical

Mrs M. McBean (PT) Mr G. Wilks (PT Physics) Mr H. Flett (PT) Mrs M. Johansen (PT) Mr T. Raine (PT)
Mrs S. MacLeod Mrs A Kilpatrick (PT Biology) Ms. S Ewen Ms H.Murray (PT) Ms J. McConnell
Mr R. Beauvois tbc (PT Chemistry)

Mr L. Ferguson

Mrs C. McGeary (PT)

Mrs S. Ferguson
Mrs A. Houston

Music HE Art Support for Learning
Mr R. Brown (PT) Mrs G. Tait Mr O. Smith (PT) Mrs J. Nixon (PT)
Ms K. Fletcher Ms E.  Barclay Mrs O. MacPherson Mrs F. Bevan
Mr J. Rathbone Mrs J. Ellison

tbc

tbc

Non-teaching Staff

SfL Assistants Office Staff Technicians Librarian Canteen Supervisor
Mrs C.  Stevenson Mrs T. Dick Mr C. Park (IT) Mrs F. Sinclair Mrs I. Hutchison

Mrs L. Lea Ms P. Heddle Mr J. McCaig (Science)
Mrs S. Thomson Mrs K. Thompson Mr I. Kennedy(AV)

Auxiliary Janitors
Mrs L. Leitch Mr A. Reid
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